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El Niño Lab

Objectives: To learn about the causes and effects of El Niño on global climate and weather.

Here are some data from the equatorial Pacific.  Please plot the data on the graph provided.  

	Year
	SeaSurface Temperature Anomaly (˚C)

	1990
	-0.39

	1991
	0.14

	1992
	0.57

	1993
	0.43

	1994
	-0.29

	1995
	-0.41

	1996
	-1.09

	1997
	2.52

	1998
	1.78

	1999
	-0.86

	2000
	-0.55

	2001
	-0.57

	2002
	0.05

	2003
	-0.57

	2004
	-0.49

	2005
	-0.58

	2006
	0.30

	2007
	-1.29

	2008
	0.27

	2009
	0.36


Questions:

1. Is El Nino associated with warmer or cooler sea surface temperatures?

2. Is La Nina associated with warmer or cooler sea surface temperatures?

3. List which years may be El Nino years:

4. List which years may be La Nina years:

5. Which year had the strongest El Nino?

6. What do you think will happen in 2010?  Why?

