APES-Conservation Activity

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Create a chart on the board prior to the start of class with 7 columns (1 for each organism) and 7 rows (number of groups). 
Activity: After the lecture, place the students into 7 groups and inform each group that they have $1 million to spend on conservation. The money can be split amongst multiple organisms or all on a single organism (e.g. $1 on sharks, $1million on tigers). Allow the groups 5 mins to discuss and have a representative from each group come up to the board and write down the amount of money they are willing to spend on each organisms in the designated rows+columns (all organisms must be allocated at least $1). Groups will now randomly be provided with one of the organisms shown. Student groups will then be given 15 minutes to search for information about their organism using every available resource (excluding the instructor). 
Note: The goal of the exercise is to have students discover the value of their organism. Some organisms may only have economic value, while others may also have aesthetic and cultural value. This activity will also test teamwork, since time is limited when gathering information. 
Hint* Leave the first slide up as a reference during the entire activity.
Activity: Groups will then be asked to present their findings to the rest of class in a 1 min pitch.  
Note: The goal is to convince the other groups to spend more money on their organism. In other words, show the audience the true value of their organism. Emphasize to the groups that they should be clear, concise, and succinct when creating their pitches.
Activity: After all of the groups have given their 1 min pitch, allow the groups to once again discuss how they will spend their $1 million. Ask the class, by a raise of hands, has anyone changed the amount of money they are allocating to any particular organism. Ask them to elaborate and continue.

