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Activity:
There are a variety of biodiversity lectures and presentations on the web.  The PowerPoint presentation provided incorporates interactive exercises for student engagement. Additional dichotomous key exercises are included as supplemental material.
Goal:
Introduce the concept of biodiversity, what it is, why we care, and how we classify and identify the things around us.
Materials Needed: 
Biodiversity presentation 
Dichotomous key help sheet 
Dichotomous key in-class pre-lab exercise 
Dichotomous key in-class exercise
Dichotomous images 
Collect organisms for in-class lab exercise (Hint: Live material makes the activity more enjoyable, however dead material or the PowerPoint image file can also be used)
Suggested organisms: These are organisms that can be easily collected and pose little to no harm, however, make sure to take preliminary precautions regarding allergies and other health related concerns.
1) Wood louse
2) Garden spider
3) Earwig
4) Garden snail
5) Worm (can be purchased at a bait shop)
6) Ladybugs (can be purchased at a home improvement store)
[bookmark: _GoBack]*use small vials to contain the organisms during the lab exercise. Label the vials in advance with the common and scientific names.
Instructor Notes: (estimated time needed)
-The provided presentation includes annotated slides with interactive activities to assist in your lecture. Include your own examples and discussions throughout the presentation will create a more personalized lecture and result in greater class participation and engagement. (15 min)
- Hand out the “dichotomous key help sheet” and take time to go over it in class. (5 min)
- Hand out in-class pre-lab exercise (5 min)
- Hand out in-class lab exercise (15 min)
Provide each table a group of organism vials. 
- Wrap-up and discussion (10 min)
