Seafloor Mapping Activity
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Keywords:




Materials:
Bathymetry 




Map Handout

Abyssal Plain



Graph Paper Handout

Trench
 



Graph Ruler

Seamount

Continental Shelf and Slope
Instructions:

1. Place your ruler along the profile line (white line) on your seafloor map.

2. On each vertical line of your graph paper, you will mark the depth of the seafloor along the profile at each cross-line on your ruler.  The colorbar on your map will help you choose the correct depth to mark on your graph.

3. Once you have completed the entire profile, connect the marks on your plot to form the shape of the seafloor.

4. Each group will present their graph and tape all the graphs side by side to observe the range of depths of the seafloor.

Pre-Lab Questions (“DO NOW”):

How deep do you think the seafloor is?  What do you think the seafloor looks like?  What is it made of?

Questions:

1. What is the approximate depth range of the seafloor in your profile?  In all the profiles combined from the class?

2. Based on the profiles from the class, what is the seafloor shaped like?

3. Where are the deepest seafloor features usually located?

4. Define the following terms, including where in the ocean they are located:

a) Oceanic Ridge – 
b) Trenches –
c) Abyssal Plain – 
