Activity 1: What does it mean to be alive?


Teacher Notes
Objectives: 

To discuss what characteristics all living things have in common.

To compare living and non-living parts of an ecosystem.

To introduce the concepts of abiotic and biotic factors in an ecosystem.

To get outside!

Activity:

· Before taking the class outside, we discussed in the classroom what it meant to be alive.

· We discussed how non-living things can be abiotic factors in an ecosystem, whereas living things and once-living things can be biotic factors.

· We discussed the things that all living things have in common: 

· cells, the ability to reproduce, growth and development, ability to move (on their own or have moving parts), respond to their environment, adapt and evolve

· The class then did a worksheet entitled “What does it mean to be alive?” in which students determined if various items were living or non-living based on the characteristics discussed above.

· We discovered and addressed some common misconceptions:

· All living things have mouths or eyes or other body parts.

· If something has cells it must be alive (like old dead wood).

· If something can move at all (like a leaf in the wind), it is alive.

· Plants don’t reproduce and therefore are not alive.

· The class then went outside and filled out a worksheet entitled “Nature Walk” in which they looked at their surroundings and decided and listed what was either Living, Once living but now not, or Non-living.
