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Biomes

Background:

In this unit you’ve been learning about ecosystems and the interaction between organisms and their environment.  But did you know multiple ecosystems can exist within similar environments?  For example, rainforests exist all around the world, but the ecosystem on the forest floor can be very different than the ecosystem on the tree tops. 

Although these ecosystems are different, their environments are similar.  These similar environments are called biomes.  Biomes are regions of the Earth with similar geography and climate, but many different ecosystems. We can make predictions about what type of organisms live in an ecosystem based on the biome.

Instructions:

1. At your table is a picture of a biome and its description.

2. Work with your group to come up with and describe an animal that lives in this biome.

3. Draw this animal on a poster.

4. On the back of your poster, list 5 biotic factors and 5 abiotic factors that your animal interacts with in its biome.

5. Draw your animal in a food chain with the other plants and animals listed for your biome.

6. Answer the following questions about your animal on the piece of paper provided and paste it to your poster:

a. What is it called?

b. What does it eat?

c. Why does it eat this?

d. What is its role in the ecosystem (producer, consumer, decomposer)?

e. Does it have predators?

f. What protection does it have from the weather (fur, skin, scales)?

g. Why does it have this type of protection?

h. What color is it?

i. Why is it this color?

j. How big is it?

k. Why is it that size?

l. How does it move (run, fly, swim)?

m. Why does it move that way?

n. Is it fast or slow?

o. Why is it that fast or slow?

p. What adaptations does your animal have that are specific to its biome?

