Activity 2: Biomes							Teacher Notes

Objectives:
To learn what makes up an ecosystem.
To apply knowledge of what is living and not living to learn about abiotic and biotic factors in ecosystems.
To introduce the roles of organisms in ecosystems as well as food chains, energy pyramids, and biomes.
To introduce the concept of adaptations.

Introduction:
This lesson was all about letting the students bring some creativity to the classroom.  Students first received a basic introduction to what makes up an ecosystem including biotic factors and abiotic factors and how these different factors can affect organisms.  They then learned about food chains, trophic pyramids, and how ecosystems are organized into biomes.  The students then worked in groups to make up their own animal from a specific biome, and list characteristics of the animal and its ecosystem.

Activity:
Materials
· Poster paper/poster board
· Markers
· Biome sheets
· Worksheets

Instructions
· Use lesson to introduce class to characteristics of ecosystems.  Make sure to go over biotic factors, abiotic actors, biomes, food chains or webs, energy pyramids, organisms’ roles and balance.
· Break students into groups, one group for each biome.  Or you can assign different groups to the same biome to see the different animals they come up with.  
· Give students the markers, posters, biome sheets, and worksheets and have them read and follow the instructions.  
· Hang their finished products in the classroom!

Conclusions:
Students had some common misconceptions:
· Only animals are in food chains
· Plants are almost always the first link in food chains!  They are also usually the most abundant organisms in an ecosystem. 
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