Activity 4: 180o South				Teacher Notes: Instructions

In this lesson the class read about Easter Island and the “tragedy of the commons” in their Biology textbooks.  Another alternative for AP or IB classes would be to read Garrett Hardin’s Science article entitled “Tragedy of the Commons” or portions of Jared Diamond’s book Collapse. The class then watched a portion of the movie 180o South (http://www.amazon.com/180-South-Yvon-Chouinard/dp/B003DNLLN6/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1341181095&sr=8-1&keywords=180+south).  This movie has a general conservationist and environmentalist message, but the portion the class watched was specifically about Easter Island.  This portion of the film takes place on Easter Island and describes the history as well as the current-day inhabitants.  The movie is available on Netflix.com Play Instantly or available for purchase.  The excerpt on Easter Island begins at 21 minutes into the movie.  After the readings and the movie we discussed resources in an ecosystem, birth rates and death rates.
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