Global Volcanics, GoogleEarth Activity-Instructions
Global Volcanics Lesson

Items:
Computers with Internet Access
USGS Plate Tectonics .kmz file

Purpose:
The goal of this activity is to reinforce the students’ understanding of where volcanoes are located around the globe. By using GoogleEarth students will be able to “travel” to different volcanoes and compare volcano type to specific plate tectonic boundaries. They will learn that certain types of volcanoes are generally found at certain types of plate boundaries. Students will also learn how to use GoogleEarth and how that tool can be used for scientific investigation.

Instructions:
Place students in groups of two or three, depending on the number of computers available. They may want to use their notes from the previous lessons to help them with this assignment. The instructor should guide the class through the first part of the activity, which is an introduction to GoogleEarth and the program features that will be used during the activity. Some portions of the introduction are specialized for Lincoln High School in San Diego, CA. These may be changed for the instructor’s school.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Following the introduction to GoogleEarth, students will “travel” to the various volcanoes listed in the activity table (“Global Volcanics Table”) and will record notes about each volcano’s location, type and the type of plate boundary. It may be useful for the instructor to walk through the first volcano on the table to make sure the students understand the activity.

If time is running short in the class period, assign only half of the volcanoes on the table. The student’s should still have enough information to make educated answers to the final questions.

 There are six questions for students to answer at the end of the assignment. This can be done in class or assigned as homework. Question 5 is specific to San Diego, CA and should be changed to the local city/region. 
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