Depositing Sediment Layers
Date: ____________________________	Grade Level:  6th Grade 
Lesson Concept:  1. In sedimentary rock layers, the older rock layers are below younger rock layers. 2. The environment where sedimentary rocks are deposited controls the characteristics of the rock. 
Focus Question:  1. In sedimentary rock layers, how can you tell which layer is youngest?  2. What can sedimentary rocks tell us about the environment where they were formed?

	Teacher Does
	Student Does

	ENGAGE                                          Step 4

Ask students to recall previous experiments on grain size and rounding (Slides 2 & 3 in “4_DepositingLayers.pptx”).



	                                                          Step 2

Students refer to their notebooks to answer questions about grain size and rounding (Slides 2 & 3 in “4_DepositingLayers.pptx”).

	EXPLORE                                        Step 5

Hand out worksheet “4_DepositingLayers.docx” and explain activity to students (Slide 4 & 5 in “4_DepositingLayers.pptx.”
	                                                           Step 3

Each student completes the activity outlined in “4_DepositingLayers.pptx” and in the worksheet “4_Worksheet_DepositingLayers.docx”

Students answer discussion questions provided by the instructor during and after activity. 


	EXPLAIN                                         Step 6

Show students Slide 6 from “4_DepositingLayers.pptx” and ask them to make their own drawings of the sediment columns. Remind them to accurately represent grain size and shape and to include symbols for fossils.

	                                                            Step 1

Students draw the column of sediment they created, making symbols for fossils and accurately representing grain size and shape. 



	EVALUATE                                    

Ask students to label the youngest and oldest layers on their column drawing.




	EXTEND                     

[bookmark: _GoBack]You could show a picture of a sequence of sedimentary rock layers and ask students which is the oldest layer.
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