Cliff Interpretation
Date: ____________________________	Grade Level:  6th Grade 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Concept:  Evidence from sedimentary rocks can tell us about ancient environments. 
Focus Question:  What kinds of evidence from rocks can you use to learn about the environment where the rock was formed?

	Teacher Does
	Student Does

	ENGAGE                                          Step 4

Ask students questions about their data from the previous lesson – See Slide 2 in “6_Cliff_Interpretation.pptx”

	                                                          Step 2

Students review their data and stratigraphic columns from the previous lesson and answer questions from the instructor.

	EXPLORE                                        Step 5

Model the activity, asking for student input along the way. See Slides 3-7 in “6_Cliff_Interpretation.pptx.”

	                                                           Step 3

Students complete the activity, which involves using evidence they collected from rock layers to interpret the environment where the layers were formed.



	EXPLAIN                                         Step 6

Answer questions as they come up while students are working on the activity. This is a complex activity and there will be many questions.

	                                                            Step 1

Students complete their stratigraphic columns by determining the corresponding environment for each layer.



	EVALUATE                                    

On an exit slip, ask students to write 3 pieces of evidence they can use from rocks to learn about where they formed.
A: Grain size, rounding, fossils

	EXTEND                     

Students can discuss how earth’s environments have changed in the past.
See Slide 10 in “6_Cliff_Interpretation.pptx.”
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