Volcano Case Studies Project

Group Names______________
Volcano________________

Your group will research an active volcano and explore some historical eruptions and how those eruptions affect human societies. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The main point of this project is to learn about hazards associated with volcanoes (i.e. lava, pyroclastic flows, tsunamis). Every volcano has different hazards and humans respond differently with every eruption. 

Big Question: How did eruptions from your volcano affect the surrounding population and people around the Earth?

In order to answer this Big Question, you need to have a comprehensive understanding of the natural history of your volcano and why it erupts the way it does. Focus only on one eruption, either the most recent or the biggest eruption with information. 

Answer the following “Background Questions” during your investigation to help you with the Big Question.

Background Questions:
What type of volcano is it?

How is your volcano related to plate tectonics?

What type of magma supplies your volcano?

How frequently does the volcano erupt? When did it last erupt?

What kind of eruptions occur? 

Describe the hazards of the eruptions (Lava flows, ash, pyroclastic flows, lahars, tsunamis etc.         --Explain what these hazards are)

Did scientists or anyone predict that a volcanic eruption might occur? What methods did they use to make their predictions? What did they predict?

Did the local population make any preparations for an eruption (i.e. evacuation)?

What was the total damage and loss during the most recent eruption?

What could the population/scientists/government officials have done differently to prevent loss and damage?
Research
Use any resources available to you. This can include the internet, textbooks, the school library or any other reliable resource. Remember, when doing research on the internet be sure the website comes from a reliable source (.edu and .gov extensions are generally very reliable).

Answer the background questions thoroughly. Use the all the information you collect to answer the Big Question.

Your final output will be to answer the Big Question and present the findings about your volcano to the class. In addition to your presentation materials, your group will turn in a worksheet with detailed answers to the background questions.
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