Shake Table Activity
Valerie Sahakian and Joe Krupens


Activity: 
Your buildings will be tested on a “shake table” that will first move ½ inch side to side, then 1 inch side to side, then 3 or more inches side to side depending on how well it is performing. 

Goal:
To construct a building that will not collapse, and that suffers minimal damage to the structure. 

Materials:
· 10 6 inch wooden skewers
· 10 10 inch wooden skewers
· 15 Gumdrops

Building specifications:
· The base can be square or rectangular
· The base must be no larger than 6 inches by 6 inches

When you are constructing your building, consider all the building techniques discussed in class that are used to reduce damage and risk of collapse of buildings during earthquakes.  Can you simulate these in your buildings?   Can you think of any other ways to achieve this?
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