Lesson Plan Template

Participants: ___Amanda Netburn, Danny Blas________________________
Date: ____________________________
Grade Level:  ____________9__________
Lesson Title: ___Adaptations of mesopelagic animals__ 

Lesson Concept:  __The mesopelagic zone is a unique environment. The animals that live there have evolved specialized traits to successfully live there
Focus Question:  
What is an adaptation? 

How are mesopelagic fish specially adapted for their environment?
	Teacher Does
	Student Does

	ENGAGE                                          Step 4

Teacher asks focus questions.

Short presentation introducing the subject. 


	                                                          Step 2

Class discussion about the questions.

	EXPLORE                                        Step 5
Distribute the assignment. Go over 1 or 2 specimens with the class. Be available to answer questions while students work independently on the assignment.


	                                                           Step 3

Students make observations (written descriptions and sketches) of mesopelagic specimens (the cards) and complete assignment. Observations are recorded in attached worksheet.

	EXPLAIN                                         Step 6
Lead discussion of the students’ findings, elaborating on why certain traits are so beneficial in a low food and low light deep sea environment.


	                                                            Step 1

Students describe what adaptations are, and what kinds of adaptations mesopelagic fishes and other animals may have to living in the deep open ocean. 



	EVALUATE                                    
Review worksheets. Have class discuss their findings after completing the assignment. 


	EXTEND                  
Students conduct internet and/or library research to find other interesting deep sea creatures, compare and contrast their traits with the animals they observed in class, and share what they find with the class.                       


