White Seabass Reading Questions

1. Describe the White seabass (what does it look like).

The white seabass (Atractoscion nobilis) has an elongated body, large mouth, and a raised ridge along the length of its belly. It is bluish-gray to copper on the dorsal (top) with dark speckling. Its belly region is silvery. It has a black spot on the inner base of its pectoral fins. Juveniles have several dark vertical bars. It is distinguishable from other croakers by a ridge running along its belly. 

2. What fish are its closest relatives? What family is it in?

The white seabass (Atractoscion nobilis) is the largest member of the Sciaenid (croaker) family found in California waters. Seven species of croakers (Family Sciaenidae) are native to the West Coast of the United States and off Baja California (Collins 1981).

3. What do White seabass eat?

The white seabass diet consists mostly of northern anchovy, Pacific sardine, market squid, pelagic red crab, and other small fish in their hunting area.  Larger adult white seabass will eat larger fish, such as mackerel.  


4. How do White seabass reproduce? How old must they be to reproduce?

The adult sea bass returns to shallow coastal regions in the spring to spawn in the kelp beds off the western coast of the United States.  They reach sexual maturity at 3 (male) and 4 (female) years old.



5. In what states and countries are White Seabass found? 

Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California



6. What can cause the population size of White seabass to decrease?  

Overfishing and changing ocean conditions.



7. What are we doing in California to help the White Seabass? (this is not from the reading, it is from class).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Stock enhancement (HUBBS-Seaworld) and raising white seabass in the classroom!
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