
Divergent Plate Boundary 
 

Divergent Plate Boundary: 
A margin formed when two plates split and drift apart from heat rising in the mantle. The 

increased heat causes the crust to weaken and tension pulls the plates apart (rifting).  

Enduring Resources for Earth Science Education – http://earthref.org/ERESE 
http://earthref.org/cgi-bin/erda.cgi?n=848 


